Burdett, Cheryl

From: Burdett, Cheryl

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 2:28 PM

To: Rogers, Joan; Atkinson, Benjamin; Schwer, Don

Subject: ' FW: Info on suspected discharge at Prairie State Gilts CAFO in Schuyler County, IL
Attachments: ICCAW LTR to USEPA RE Suspected Discharge at Prairie State Gilts 11-14-13.pdf
Hi Guys,

Here is information on a PSm facility called Prairie State Gilt. | have had several complaints that they are
overapplying. | would like ot map out the field with the stream and see how close it is.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Burdett

Greetings Cheryl

Good to talk with you yesterday.

Attached is a letter with information on the suspected discharge at Prairie State Gilts that we
discussed.

We have some more pictures and information on the recent water testing if you would like more
details. Also, let me know if you would like originals of the photographs or the data log shown in the
letter. We also have some aerial photos of land application on snow covered ground from a few years
back if those might be of interest.

I will call you when the local residents inform us of land application taking place this year.

Many thanks for your time.







Via email November 14, 2013
Cheryl Burdett

Water Division

Region 5 USEPA

77 West Jackson Blvd., WN-16]

Chicago, IL 60604

burdett.cheryl@epa.gov

Re:  Suspected Illegal Discharge from Over-Application of Manure by Prairie State Gilt
Farms, Schuyler County, Illinois

Dear Ms. Burdett:

This is to report a suspected illegal discharge by Prairie State Gilt Farms due to the over-application
of waste on land adjacent to the facility and to request that the USEPA conduct a compliance
inspection at the facility immediately.

We are requesting that the USEPA conduct this inspection because Prairie State Gilt Farms poses a
high likelihood of causing immediate, continuous and severe damage to nearby waters.

Praine State Gilt Farms is located in Schuyler County along 1920 Road North and Freeman Mine
Road, near the town of Doddsville, IHinois (coordinates: 40°15737.15”N, 90°41°49.07"W). The
location of the facility is displayed in Figure 1 (on page 2 below).

Prairie State Gilt Farms is a farrowing facility. It holds 3,600 sows and additional piglets.
According to the knowledge and belief of local residents, the facility has applied waste only on the
same 210 acres of land for the past 17 years. This land application area is identified by the area
outlined in red in Figure 1.

On Thursday, October 31, 2013 a member of [ERezI80| 1004
routine water testing on crecks, which drain south from the facility itself and its land application
area. The area’s first rainfall of the season started the day before on Wednesday, October 30, 2013,
presenting an opportunity for baseline testing of the water within the creeks. The receiving water is
the Horney Branch Creck.

During the October 31, 2013 water testing, the [E888 member collected water from three separate

sample points south of the Prairie State Gilt facility. The sample point locations are shown in Figure
1 as Sample Points A-E, hereinafter SPA-E. For comparative purposes, SPA-SPC and SPE are
shown in Figure 2 (beginning on page 3 below). SPA is an upstream sample point. SPA shows
clearer water with little to no discoloration compared to water downstream. SPB, SPC and SBE
show evidence of brown, turbid water running into the receiving creek, indicating runoff from the
land application area.

SPB-E receive water draining from the facility and its land application area. According to local
residents, no land application of waste had taken place in the days immediately preceding the water
testing. Crops on the land application area were just recently harvested during the week of
November 11, 2013,



sl member tested for levels of nutrients, i.e., phosphate, ammonia, nitrate, and nitrate,
from the water from SPB and SPC with an eXact M1cro 7+ meter. Photos in Figure 2 display the
collected water. Water testing results are included in a data log, which are provided in Figure 3
(beginning on page 5 below). The results show high levels of phosphate and ammonia, and low
levels of nitrite and nitrate.

Again, we make this request of USEPA to immediately conduct a compliance inspection at the
facility, because we are concerned that this facility poses an immediate threat to nearby waters. We
request that you conduct a compliance inspection at this site as soon as possible in order to ensure
that the facility complies with the Clean Water Act’s permitting requirements.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully:
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Figure 3

Data log page 1
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Data log page 2
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